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n: Mr. Main’s studies were not at all confined to astronomy. He 
fewas a most diligent student during bis boyhood and during the 
I, ; whole of his life, and consequently his attainments were very 
;|varied. In a biography already published in a church periodical 
©called the National Church , we are told that his Modern Philo, 
'ffiophic Scepticism Examined —an elaborate address delivered at 
~ the request of the Victoria Institute, at their ninth annual meet¬ 
ing—passed through many editions. Mr. Main was selected 
to preach before the British Association at Bristol in 1875; 
and, on leaving Greenwich, he published a volume of sermons 
(which he had preached while residing there). 

His acquaintance with Latin and Greek was sufficient to enable 
him to derive a pleasure from reading in those ancient languages 
which throughout his life he frequently indulged. Of modern 
languages his knowledge was more extensive than that of most 
scholars of his time. He could read and translate fluently 
French, Italian, German, Dutch, Spanish, Portuguese, Danish, 
and Swedish; and this was of immense service to him by 
enabling him to read the works of foreign astronomers. In 
1838 he married the sister of the Rev. Professor Kelland, who 
was Senior Wrangler in 1834, and has left three sons—Robert, 
of the Admiralty; Philip, Fellow of St. John’s College, Cam¬ 
bridge, who was Sixth Wrangler in 1862; and Francis, M.A., 
of the Inner Temple. His only surviving brother is the Rev. 
Thomas J. Main, who was Senior Wrangler in 1838. and for 
many years head of the Royal Naval College, Portsmouth. 


John Matheson was born in Glasgow on the 6th of October 
1817. Having completed his education, he proceeded to qualify 
himself for a commercial life, serving for this purpose with the 
firm of John Matheson & Co., of which his father was the prin¬ 
cipal partner. . Subsequently he obtained an appointment in the 
house of William Stirling <fe Sons, turkey-red dyers, one of 
the most extensive establishments in the country engaged in 
that important branch of industry. In this new sphere of 
exertion he soon exhibited great ability and energy, united with 
rare business talents, and the result was that, after the lapse of 
a few years, he attained the position of managing partner, and 
ultimately became the sole proprietor of the establishment. In 
1859 he married Miss Jessie Merry Forrester, daughter of the 
late Robert Forrester, Esq., of Glasgow. 

The career of Mr. Matheson outside the calls of business was 
distinguished by untiring activity. Although he studiously 
abstained from taking part in the municipal affairs of his native 
city, he exhibited a deep interest in public questions, and in 
every movement having for its object the advancement of the 
material or social condition of the community amidst which he 
lived. He spoke and wrote with uncommon clearness and 
vigour, and the results of a sound discriminating judgment were 
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apparent in all his thoughts. He acted for several years as 
Chairman of the Glasgow Chamber of Commerce, and the 
opinions expressed by him, based as they were upon enlarged 
and judicious views of the commerce of the country, were always 
listened to with deference. 

While Mr. Matheson took a leading part in all social and 
“'philanthropic movements connected with Glasgow, he was at the 
same time distinguished by a considerable degree of mental 
culture. In early life he contributed occasionally to the periodical 
literature of the day. During the latter period of his career he 
visited India twice, chiefly with the view of acquiring additional 
knowledge respecting the commerce of that great country, with 
which he carried on extensive mercantile transactions; and the 
results of his observations on the occasion of his first visit were 
published in a work entitled “ England to Delhi,” which contains 
much interesting information and picturesque description con¬ 
veyed in a pleasing style. Mr. Matheson exhibited a deep 
interest in astronomical studies. He was elected a Eellow of the 
Royal Astronomical Society in the year 1866. In 1876, when 
the British Association met at Glasgow, he communicated to the 
Association a valuable paper on the silver currency, a branch 
of a subject to which he had devoted much attention. He was 
President of the Athenaeum, a literary and educational Institution 
of Glasgow, and at the time of his death he was preparing a 
lecture which he purposed delivering to its members at the com¬ 
mencement of the winter session. He frequently delivered 
popular lectures on various subjects to the working people of his 
establishment, which was situated in the Yale of Leven, about 
twenty miles from Glasgow. 

His last public appearance in Glasgow was in connection with a 
great commercial disaster which had befallen his country, and 
his friends love to think that he was on that occasion permitted 
to give one more practical proof of the noble generosity of his 
nature. His death occurred under circumstances especially 
painful. He was Chairman of the Glasgow Festival Concerts 
Committee, and on the evening of November 12, 1878, he was 
to have presided at the commencement of a series of concerts 
given by the Glasgow Choral Union, but as he was proceeding 
from his office to his private house on the same day he was taken 
ill in one of the thoroughfares of the city, and instantly expired. 

Mr. Matheson was endowed with a genial warmth of disposi¬ 
tion and a hearty kindliness of manner which endeared him 
especially to those who had the privilege of his personal acquain * 
tance. His career was one of unceasing public usefulness, and 
his loss was deplored by multitudes of all classes of society in 
Glasgow and the Yale of Leven, who retain a lasting remem¬ 
brance of the many admirable qualities of head and heart by 
w T hich he was distinguished. 


© Royal Astronomical Society • Provided by the NASA Astrophysics Data System 


Downloaded from http://mnras.oxfordjoumals.org/ at FU BerlinFB Humanmedizin on June 26, 2015 




